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General Meeting and Pizza night—Tuesday 5 March 

Join with other members to share a relaxed pizza meal at the Club rooms, from 6.30 p.m. prior to the monthly 
General meeting. The meeting starts at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr. Stuart Linton, School of Life and Environmental Sciences, Deakin University. 

Talk: Natural history and biology of land crabs from Christmas Island, Indian Ocean. 

Stuart will describe the form, habitat, diet, reproduction and other unique features that allow the land crabs (Red crab, 
Blue crab and Robber crab) from Christmas Island, Indian Ocean, to live on land. 


AGM and Members’ Night—Tuesday 2 April at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Tracey Hinton 
Talk: 'Cat and turtle conservation internships: a different way to travel!’. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Robyn Curtis, Point Lonsdale; Becky McCann, Cobden; Carol Grace, Jan Juc 


We wish them a long and happy association 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 
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GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 
Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
or photos, RPT E sz keep up invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 
to date ` z Ae a = a (go to the Observations tab) or 
forthcom- JS gA Re gear emailed to the GFNC email address 


events, ao ©) so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 
read inter- a re 
Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


The photo on the front cover is of a Meadow Argus butterfly taken by Susan Kruss at the Blue Rocks Excursion on 
17/2/19. 


The photo on the back cover by Chrissy Freestone is the sunset at Breamlea at the same excursion on 17/2/19. 








President’s report 


he club’s purposes have remained the same since its 

inception in 1961 except for the inclusion of an 
additional point related to the operation of the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Environment Fund in 2016. 


The five aims could be summarised as follows: 


° To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural 
history 

è To preserve and protect Australian flora and fauna 

° To issue statements and comments on proposals 
related to the management of areas of ecological 
significance 

° To faithfully record information and disseminate 
knowledge related to our other purposes 

° To operate a fund to support the above aims. 


The committee elected by the members of the club, and 
the various subcommittees, all strive to plan and 
implement actions that fulfil these aims. The first aim is 
very much is about creating opportunities to encourage 
people to learn about the local environment and its 
creatures. This can be passively by attending club 
meetings or actively by participation in club excursions 
and surveys. 


But I think we would be remiss if we limited that aim to just 
our members. If we are to be proactive in protecting 
Australian flora and fauna, | believe the club has a role to 
play in the promotion of nature across the whole 
community. Simply put, people do not care about 
something they do not know about. This month’s Geelong 
Nature Forum is a club response to reach out to the 
community. We are seeking to inform people of the 
natural history of the area and the animals that live among 
us. Together with the City of Greater Geelong we have 
promoted the event widely, and we hope we have been 
engaging with the city’s residents to offer them a forum 
that they might want to attend. 


Whether or not it is a success, we do not know yet. 
However, we can say that there is a much wider cross- 
section of the Geelong community who are now aware of 
the club and its activities and that is a good outcome for 
our long-term viability as a nature appreciation fellowship. 
Thanks to all the club members who have volunteered to 
staff the display and help the forum run smoothly. For 


Rod Lowther 


other members, if you do have some time available to 
drop into the Geelong Library on 16 March, it would be 
great to see you for a chat. You can always borrow a book 
and have a coffee in the cafe as an extra benefit of the 
trip. 


During the last month, | attended a workshop at the Potato 
Shed in Drysdale. There were some other GFNC 
members there as well and the subject covered was the 
‘Atlas of Living Australia’ (ALA). The content was much 
more extensive than | had expected. It is interesting to 
think about the evolution of the various systems and tools 
that help us in recording observations. The club’s web- 
based observation database has ensured that members’ 
observations are much more readily captured than in the 
old days of pen and paper. The data helps us to 
understand what species are in our area and how they 
move about with the seasons. The club has recently 
moved the last few years of our reptile and amphibian 
observations to ALA. Our data is now part of a wider 
database that the whole community can use to better 
understand species distribution. That is certainly 
consistent with the club’s aim of recording and 
disseminating natural history knowledge. The recently 
published Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016 is also another 
prime example of recording and disseminating nature 
knowledge. We learn more effectively by doing, whether it 
is observing, photographing and/or the sharing of 
observations. The club will continue to encourage 
members to submit observations by looking at options for 
how we might better gather, collate and use this 
information. 


Lastly, next month’s meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting where the office bearers and committee members 
are elected. April is also the time when membership 
renewal forms are distributed. The form has a list of tasks 
and roles that we are seeking people to take up to help 
contribute to the club functioning. The existing committee 
and other club members put in their time to make 
membership of the club worthwhile and to work toward 
achieving the club’s aims. So please, consider how you 
may be able to volunteer for one of the club’s roles in the 
next two months. 


Congratulations 


The Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016 was launched at last month’s general meeting. The report compiled and edited by 
Craig Morley has been a major project, taking four years and many hours of dedicated work. The club wishes to thank 
him, and Richard Alcorn, who prepared the species distribution maps, for their considerable effort to bring this 
publication to light. The 550 page report is available in electronic format and provides a great record of bird life in our 


region. 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 2019 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 2 April 2019 at 8.00 p.m. in the Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting 
Room. 


Agenda: 
1. Apologies. 


2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2018 AGM. 

3. President’s Report on the activities of the Club for 2018. 

4. Treasurer’s Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2018. 
5. Election of Committee office bearers in following order: 


a. President 

b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 

d. Treasurer 

e. Minute Secretary 


6. Vote on resolution to elect up to 7 ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of ordinary 
committee members. 


7. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be included in 
the agenda as ‘Other business’ by 15 March 2019. 


The AGM will be followed by a Members’ Night. 


Call for Nominations for 2019—20 Committee 
The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the new Committee for 2019-20. 


- The Committee meets at 7.30 p.m. on the third Monday of the month (in months as specified in the GFNC meeting 
program, typically 6 times a year). 
- All current office bearers and ordinary members of the Committee will be open for election and the Club requests that 
members consider nominations for the various positions to help and contribute to the running of the Club’s activities. 
¢ The GFNC will seek to close nominations on 29 March 2019, although late nominations can be accepted at any time 
prior to the chair of the AGM calling the election for that position. Members may nominate themselves, or (with their 
permission) be nominated by another member. 
- The office bearers of the Committee are: 

e President 

e Vice-President 

e Secretary 

e Treasurer 

¢ Minute Secretary 
- In addition, there are places for several ordinary members in general committee positions. Today we have 4. These 
members support the office bearers in the operation of the Club, and often take on specific tasks. 


- Members are urged to consider joining the new Committee in one of these roles. The Club depends on full 
committee membership to maintain our range of activities for members and keep the load on the other 
committee members sustainable. 


- Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee, preferably by email to the 
GFNC Secretary info@gfnc.org.au 


- Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary specifying the nominated 
person, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied on the nomination email. 
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Out and about: Turtles of the south 


M arine Turtles 


Of the seven species of marine turtle in the world, six occur 
in Australian waters. They breed in warm waters and may 
swim thousands of kilometres in search of food, often 
reaching southern waters, even as far as Tasmania. They 
have been found beachwashed or dead. 


The Southern Australian Sea Turtle Project was initiated by 
Deakin University Centre for Integrative Ecology in 2014 to 
monitor the occurrence of marine turtles in southern 
Australian waters, so far from their breeding areas in the 
north. Since April 2014 over 209 sea turtle sightings have 
been gathered from all over the southern Australian region, 
including waters off South Australia, Victoria and 
Tasmania. 


Leatherback turtles have the highest occurrence, and 
appear to be sighted more often in summer-autumn than 
the rest of the year. The Leatherback is the largest sea 
turtle growing up to 2 m in total length. Leatherbacks have 
a soft shell (hence the name) and a series of keels that run 
along the shell from the head to tail. 


The earliest recording in the south was in 1862. Frederick 
McCoy was very excited when a Luth, Leathery or 
Leatherback Turtle Dermochelys coriacea was captured at 
Portland. He included it in his Podromus of Zoology: ‘Of all 
living Chelonians the Luth is the largest, being 9 feet long; 
our specimen, from the size and the distinct tuberculation 
of the dorsal ridges, is only half grown; but there are no 
traces of the fine ridges on the sternum said to be found on 
the very young.’ 


On 21 April 1871 there was a report in the Adelaide 
Observer of a tethered turtle. Three animals had been 
sighted at Coffin Bay, but only one captured by fishermen. 
The animal was tethered for several weeks until it died. 
The fishermen had hoped to sell it alive for the making of 
turtle soup in Adelaide, but instead sent the dead remains 
to Port Lincoln. Accounts, including confirmation of the 
species, were published in newspapers. 


Another, a female, was caught at Kingston SE, 100 yards 
from the jetty and shipped alive to Port Adelaide on the 
Penola. Precise measurements and simpler accounts were 
published in several newspapers, with the comment ‘The 
Adelaideans will be able to have a treat in the soup line.’ 


On 3 June 1887 there was a detailed account of the 
capture and landing of a leatherback turtle from several 
hundred metres out in Streaky Bay. It included a 
description of large quantities of jellyfish in its stomach. 
The animal was just under 10ft long (from beak to tail) and 
the same from flipper tip to flipper tip. 


Nearer to home, a juvenile was found dead at Stoney 
Creek on the Surf Coast on 20th December 2013. 


Olive Ridley Turtle Lepidochelys olivacea 
This is the smallest marine turtle with a carapace length of 
only about 45 cm, a relatively large head and no hooked 


Valda Dedman 


beak. They form great nesting aggregations, generally 
known as ‘arribadas’. 


Back in 1974 Trevor Pescott found one in Corio Bay and 
sent it to the museum, where it remains as a preserved 
specimen. In 1999 another was found near Barwon Heads 
and on the 5th of November 1999 Dick Southcombe found 
one beachwashed at Anglesea and brought it into the 
GFNC meeting. Subsequently Ade Foster wrote a very 
comprehensive article on the species in his first ‘On the 
Table’ series. | recommend it to you. 


There are only a few large nesting populations of the 
Green, Hawksbill and Loggerhead Turtles left in the world. 
Australia has some of the largest marine turtle nesting 
areas in the Indo-Pacific region and has the only nesting 
populations of the Flatback Turtle. 


All our marine turtles are classed as either endangered or 
vulnerable. The national Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles 
in Australia was jointly made with the New South Wales 
and Queensland Environment Ministers in May 2017. The 
Recovery Plan provides for research and management 
actions necessary to stop the decline and to support the 
recovery of marine turtles so that their chances of long- 
term survival in nature are maximised. 


All marine turtle species are experiencing serious threats to 
their survival. The main threats are pollution and changes 
to important turtle habitats, especially coral reefs, seagrass 
beds, mangrove forests and nesting beaches. Other 
threats include accidental drowning in fishing gear, over- 
harvesting of turtles and eggs, and predation of eggs and 
hatchlings by foxes, feral pigs, dogs and goannas. 


Freshwater Turtles 

There are 24 species of freshwater turtles in Australia. 
They are mostly tropical species, some limited in 
distribution to a single river system. They include long- 
necked turtles, short-necked turtles, snapping turtles and 
the Western Swamp Turtle, found only in one tiny area in 
Western Australia. There are only three species in the 
south-east: the Murray or Common Short-necked Turtle, 
the Broad-shelled River Turtle and the Eastern or Common 
Long-necked Turtle. All three species have been recorded 
in the Barwon River and all may be progeny of releases of 
pet turtles. They are commonly sold in pet shops, usually 
as hatchlings. In November 2018 Lynne Clarke and Kay 
Campbell saw both a Murray and a Broad-shelled Turtle 
basking on a log near the Shannon Avenue bridge. 


Murray Turtle Emydura macquarii 

This is one of the short-necked turtles, with a broad neck. 
Its eye has a bright yellow iris and it has a single cream or 
yellowish streak along the side of its head and neck. Young 
animals sometimes have yellow spots behind the eyes. 
Adults are about the size of a dinner plate. Males grow to 
about 2.2 kg and females up to 4 kg. The carapace (upper 
shell) is typically olive green or bronze and may be covered 
in green algae or mud. The plastron (lower half of the 
carapace) is a uniform cream or pale yellow. 
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Murray Turtles likes to bask on logs in the water, but are 
rarely seen on land. They only come out of the water to 
nest. They probably nest close to where they live, usually 
within 50 metres of the water’s edge. Nesting time is 
usually from November to December, with eggs taking 6-8 
weeks to hatch. Some females lay two clutches of eggs in 
a season and the clutch size can be up to 30 eggs. They 
are omnivorous and eat large amounts of water plants and 
algae as well as invertebrates and many dead animals 
such as fish. 


Murray Turtles are currently listed as threatened in Victoria 
because they are an ageing population with low levels of 
juvenile recruitment. 


Eastern Long-necked Turtle Chelodina longicolla 
Sometimes called the snake-necked turtle because its long 
neck that can be longer than its shell, which can grow up to 
25 cm. When hunting, by bending the neck inside the 
shell, they can get close to their prey and then strike out as 
they extend their neck, similar in action to a snake. They 
feed on fish, aquatic invertebrates, tadpoles and frogs. 
Their feet and claws are well equipped for swimming and 
for tearing apart large food items. With strong jaws, they 
can give quite a nasty bite 


Most of the Eastern Long-necked Turtle's time is spent in 
the water, but it can travel long distances overland in 
search of new waterholes and nesting areas. It breeds 
during December to February when it is most active. The 
males and females engage in head bobbing as they 
prepare to mate. The female creates a nest by digging in 
the earth to form a circular hole with her hind feet in the 
bank close to her habitat. She lays 4 to 20 eggs each 
year. The eggs incubate up to four months and 
hatchlings can be quite brightly coloured with an 

orange to red underbelly. 


During winter they become dormant, living under 
leaves or logs. In drought times they bury themselves 
in mud and soil in dried up water bodies. 


They can defend themselves from predators by 
emitting a foul-smelling liquid from glands in their 
‘armpits’ and groin that they can spray more than three 
feet. Another common name is Stinker. Although they 
are quite common, the greatest threat for the Eastern 
Long-necked Turtle is crossing roads as they migrate 
during summer months. They can live for 50 years. 


Broad-shelled Turtle Chelodina expansa 

This is the largest freshwater turtle in Australia, with a 
shell measuring up to 485 mm long. It looks rather like 
the Eastern Long-necked Turtle but has a flatter head 
and a narrower plastron without black margins on the 
shields. Despite its large size it is seldom seen, as it 
has secretive habits and rarely emerges from the 
water. It is also a carnivore, but generally feeds on 
larger prey than the Eastern Long-necked Turtle, such 
as shrimps and yabbies. It lies in wait and uses its long 
neck to strike out and catch fast-moving prey. 


The Broad-shelled Turtle nests during autumn or early 
winter. Incubation lasts about a year, but sometimes 
longer. The embryo enters two periods of diapause 
which slow its development. The primary diapause 
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stage occurs inside the female, the secondary diapause is 
triggered through a drop in temperature and occurs after 
the egg is laid and once a small period of growth has 


occurred. The young will generally hatch during Spring. 


It is listed as vulnerable in South Australia and threatened 
in Victoria. 
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WIDER GEELONG FLORA LECTURE 


Tuesday 12" March 2019 
7:30pm 
Topic: 
Protecting Threatened Flora Species 
in the Anglesea Area 


Guest Speaker: 


Rani Hunt 


From the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 


Location: Geelong Botanic Gardens; Meeting Room. 


Tea/coffee available at 7pm. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Road & Eastern Park Circuit. 





Excursion Report—Blue Rocks and Breamlea Flora and Fauna Reserve 


17 February 2019 


Leaders: George Appleby & Chrissy Freestone 


Chrissy Freestone 


n enthusiastic group of around 20 people met at Black posed briefly before scuttling off into scrub. 


Rock Rd car park late on a beautiful and balmy 
Sunday afternoon. After a quick briefing by George we set 
off eastwards at a leisurely pace towards Blue Rocks. 














ae: ti azi f = a 
Exploring Blue Rocks, 17/2/19 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


The tide was low, providing a great opportunity to scan the 
rocks for potentially something special. Unfortunately, it 
was quieter than we would have liked with a Great 
Cormorant, a passing Australasian Gannet and a 
smattering of foraging Red-necked Stints being the only 
creatures of interest. A pair of Hooded Plovers had been 
nesting in the area over summer but after three failed 
attempts they were now nowhere to be seen. Attention 
then turned to the less animate in the form of a beach- 
washed Fairy Prion. 


Those familiar with the area remembered Blue Rocks as 
being a much more happening place with regular sightings 
of various migratory waders such as Ruddy Turnstones, 
Grey Plovers and Pacific Golden Plovers plus greater 
numbers of small waders. However, these species have 
been seen only intermittently in recent times and small 
waders have certainly declined in numbers. 


After exhausting our options on the beach we headed 
inland and strolled along the path leading to Thirteenth 
Beach Rd. Here we noted a number of bush birds 
including Singing Honeyeater and a few Red-browed 
Finches. Common Mynas were also seen feeding on 
Leucopogon. These birds appear to have increased in 


numbers in the area in recent times. A non-avian highlight 


was the sighting of a Jacky Lizard by a sharp-eyed 
observer collecting rubbish (well done, Andrea!) which 


From there we meandered slowly back to the Black Rock 
carpark via the ‘inland’ route which took us across 
grasslands. Once again, avian fauna was quiet and little 
else was seen along the way but conversation was lively 
amongst the group as we strolled along. 


Time had slipped away from us, and given tummies were 
starting to rumble, it was decided to skip Pt Impossible 
(where it was felt there wouldn't be a lot to see at this time) 
and instead head straight to Breamlea Fauna and Fauna 
Reserve. Here we enjoyed a picnic tea whilst observing 
birds that came within view. Those that particularly caught 
collective eyes were a couple of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, 
a rather distant Brown Goshawk/Collared Sparrowhawk 
(there was no agreement as to ID), Black-shouldered Kite, 
one Musk Duck and a small group of Yellow-tailed Black- 
cockatoos cruising along. A beautiful sunset finished off 
the evening very nicely. 


A full list of birds is provided below with thanks to Richard 
Alcorn. More detailed eBird lists can be found here: 


Black Rock/Blue Rocks: https://ebird.org/australia/view/ 


checklist/S53013312 


Breamlea Flora and Fauna Reserve: https://ebird.org/ 


australia/view/checklist/S53013310 








Picnic at Breamlea, 17/2/19 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Excursion Bird List 


Black Rock/Blue Rocks 
Chestnut Teal Crested Pigeon 


Red-necked Stint 
Crested Pigeon Silver Gull 
Pacific Gull 
Silver Gull Great Cormorant 
Swamp Harrier 


Great Egret Superb Fairywren 
White-faced Heron Red Wattlebird 


Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill Striated Fieldwren 
Black-shouldered Kite Australian Magpie 


Little Raven 
Brown Goshawk/Collared Sparrowhawk | Eurasian Skylark 

Silvereye 

Common Myna 
Crimson Rosella Red-browed Finch 
Rainbow Lorikeet 


Litte Wattebira o G 
Red Wattebird o G O 
[Brown Thombil PT 
Grey Butcherbid | O 
Australian Magpie | 
Grey Fantail o G O 
S, 
D 
ra 
S 
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Moth Magic 


Bookings are now open for anyone who would like to attend the Otways Bioscan Moth Night (Moth Magic) 
at Sheoak Picnic Area, Lorne on the evening of Saturday March 23. 


httos://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/otways-bioscan-moth-night-with-museums-victoria-tickets-57464916111 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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Excursion report—Jerringot 
19 January 2019 


he GFNC 2019 excursion calendar commenced with a 
half-day visit to Jerringot. The GFNC has a long 
association with this local wetland. 


Thirteen members met at the bird hide at 9.00 a.m. fora 
general discussion and overview of the importance this 
wetland plays in the Geelong region. Proposals for the 
COGG plan were briefly discussed as well as the up and 
coming widening of the nearby Barwon Heads Road and 
the possible impact that this will have on the wetland. 


Safety aspects surrounding walking around the wetland 
were also touched upon, as apart from a fine selection of 
birds Jerringot is well known for some large tiger snakes. 
Fortunately none were encountered during the walk! 


Observations commenced at the bird hide, with the group 
heading east towards the golf course and then along the 
eastern edge towards the southern corner stopping to read 
two interpretive signs erected by the club many years ago 
beside the path. 


As we reached the southern corner a Buff-banded Rail 
flushed from a reed bed, as did two Latham’s Snipe a little 
further along the southern edge. What was noticeable was 
the amount of rubbish along the bank and waters edge. 
Utilising a large chaff bag we found, members assisted in 
collecting rubbish on the way back to the grassed area 
opposite the bird hide where the time-honoured club 
tradition of the morning cuppa was conducted. All in all a 
pleasant morning was had by all. 


David Tytherleigh 





Spotless Crake, Jerringot, 3/2/2019 
Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Thanks to Craig Morley for stepping in assist with the 
morning and completing the bird list. In total 33 species 
were observed during the excursion. 


(Jerringot is the GFNC Clean Up Australia Day site on 
3 March, so a further rubbish cleanup will be undertaken.) 


Postscript: A breeding record for Spotless Crake 
discovered on 2 February this year confirms the importance 
of Jerringot Wetland. 


Excursion bird list 


No. of birds No. of birds 
Black Swan 2 Australian White Ibis 


Australian Wood Duck Lge Royal Spoonbill 
Pacific Black Duck 


2 


Chestnut Teal 


22 


Long-billed Corella 


Fan | Rainbow Lorikeet 
Australasian Grebe Ll = | 


Red Wattlebird 


Crested Pigeon le Grey Butcherbird 


Buff-banded Rail 


Dusky Moorhen 


Eurasian Coot 
Australasian Swamphen 


Masked Lapwing 


Latham’s Snipe 


Silver Gull 


Australian Pelican 


White-necked Heron a 
White-faced Heron | Saco | 





=| Australian Magpie 


Black-faced Cuckooshrike 
Willie Wagtail 


Little Raven 


8 | Welkome swallow 


Common Myna 


European Greenfinch 


House Sparrow 


E ab 
~ 
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February 2019 bird observations—some highlights 


here have been many very interesting sightings over 

this late January—early February period with evidence 
of local breeding of several species that are not often 
confirmed as breeding here as well as many records of 
transient visitors more typical of this late summer time. 


Keeping an eye on the skies in late summer especially 
ahead of strong winds or squally storms can reveal Pacific 
Swifts and White-throated Needletails. Both have been 
observed over this period. Though different in shape, size 
and flight pattern both of these species are masters of the 
air and a delight to watch. The smaller Pacific Swift is 
usually seen less frequently but is attracted by similar 
conditions. Many records over a 3—4 week period in late 
January and early February have been submitted from 
many sites including Avalon, Lorne, Newtown, Torquay, 
Ocean Grove and Barwon Heads. We should continue to 
see these species in the warm summer and autumn winds. 
White-throated Needletails are larger and very strong 
fast fliers. If ever observed at low altitudes observers will 
be dazzled by their power, speed and the ‘woosh’ of their 
wings, in the still air, as the birds ‘whiz’ past. There have 
been fewer records of this species submitted this month all 
on the same day, in very different locations, across 
Anglesea Heath, Greater Otway National Park and at 
Pomborneit. 


White-winged Trillers are uncommon spring—summer 
migrants and a juvenile seen at Wingeel suggests local 
breeding at the site where several males were regularly 
singing in spring. Numerous juveniles in a flock of 25 
White-browed Woodswallows, at the same location, are 
also very good evidence of breeding where several birds 
were observed building nests in late spring. Local breeding 
records of Brown Songlark are rare so two juvenile birds 
and an adult on a one kilometre stretch of farmland at 
Barunah Park was noteworthy, as was a total of 13 
Australasian Pipits, including juveniles, from the same 
stretch of road. And, from Batesford, records of Rainbow 
Bee-eaters with some indication, from the plumage of the 
birds, that local breeding may have occurred. The Pacific 
Koel is still being recorded calling in Highton. Will a 
juvenile appear to give a fourth straight breeding year, 
after the first record of the species breeding in the 
Geelong region, in February 2016? 


Gang-gang Cockatoos have been seen in many areas of 
Geelong and beyond, including two records on the 
Bellarine Peninsula where, in each case, the note was 
made that it was the first record of the species, for the 
observer, at the location. Writing of a species that is 
associated with the Otway Ranges for at least part of the 
year, it was very exciting to record that an Australian 
Masked-Owl, a species rarely recorded in the region, was 
calling from a densely forested area near Forrest, earlier in 
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John Newman & Craig Morley 


February. Spotted Quail-thrush at Anakie was a 
welcome sighting for a lucky birder with this species being 
hard to detect in its dry woodland habitat. And birds well 
away from their usual range always create interest and the 
two White-fronted Honeyeaters, a species associated 
with drier scrub and woodland further to our north, were no 
exception. Records of the fascinating Spotted Harrier 
continue to be widespread from Avalon, Connewarre, 
Curlewis, Inverleigh, Murgheboluc and Shelford. 


Double-banded Plovers will be arriving from New 
Zealand in coming weeks and one bird has already been 
recorded at Blue Rocks. Another shorebird, the land- 
based Banded Lapwing, has been recorded at a ‘usual 
location’ in paddocks at Connewarre, in good numbers, 
and further west at Beeac. At this location the observer 
noted the species had not been recorded for some time. 
One intrepid birder was rewarded with a count of more 
than 450 Freckled Ducks at an area with restricted 
access (and viewing) along Swan Bay Road. With a note 
of birds arriving in our district or gathering in high numbers 
we cannot overlook the Little Corellas gathering at 
Winchelsea and also in the Drysdale area in huge flocks 
numbering well into the hundreds and, in some cases, 
thousands. 


Once more we sincerely thank all the observers, listed 
below, for their records which continue to add to our 
picture of the birds of the Geelong region. These will 
contribute to the Geelong Bird Report 2017-2020 and if 
you would like a PDF of the recently published Geelong 
Bird Report 2013-2016 please contact the club by 


sending an email to info@gfnc.org.au 


We would also encourage readers to explore the eBird 
Australia web-site hitps://ebird.org/australia/map enter a 
species name, zoom in on the Geelong region and see 
what you can find. 


Observers: 

Adam Fry; Angus Hartshorn; Barry Lingham; Bernie 
Lingham; Bernie McRitchie; Brett Roberts; Chrissy 
Freestone; Colin Cannard; Craig Morley; David Rantall; 
David Tytherleigh; Dez Hughes; Elizabeth Macpherson; 
Fauna Survey Group; Geoff Gates; George Appleby; 
Graeme Tribe; Graham Possingham; lan Davies; Jennie 
Turner; Jennifer Carr; Jenny Possingham; John Newman; 
Lorraine Phelan; Lynne Clarke; Maarten Hulzebosch; 
Maddie Glynn; Margaret Alcorn; Nicole Gray; Paul 
Schillier; Phil Hunter; Richard Alcorn; Robert Missen; Ross 
Auchettl; Rustem Upton; Sandra Lea-Wood; Sean Dooley; 
Tim Bawden; Tom Fletcher; Trevor Pescott. 


January—February butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


N ot so many butterflies this month. Several people have commented on their scarcity. However, we have a couple 
of unusual ones. Gordon McCarthy photographed a female Dainty Swallowtail at the Basin Reserve in Drysdale 
and Darren Bird saw two large black and white butterflies which he is convinced were Common Crows. This is not 
impossible, since strong winds could have brought them here. They are a different shape from Dainty Swallowtails and 
do not have red spots. We have had Dainty Swallowtails before, in the Geelong Botanic Gardens in November 2017. 
The Orchard Swallowtail is also similar and has also been recorded here. 


Recorders 


CMo, Craig Morley; DBi, Darren Bird; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, Graeme Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, 
Jenny Possingham; TFI, Tom Fletcher; WWCo, Wendy Cook 


Dainty Swallowtail 15/2/19 | The Basin Drysdale 1 female, photographed 
Green Grass-dart 29/1/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


! 
i CMo 
WCo 
JPo 
WCo 
CMo 
GP 
GP 


Imperial Jezebel 10/2/19 | Anglesea heath, Breakfast Ck Rd 1 feeding on massed white flowers 
of eucalypt 


Australian Painted Lady | 29/1/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens JPo 
Yellow Admiral 29/1/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 1 JPo 


Mj 10/2/19 | Great Otway National Park Duck Ponds | 1 flew by 
Track 


Common Brown 27/1/19 | Stony Ck Picnic Ground to Lower Stony | a few, both males and females 
Ck reservoir 
| 29/1/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 20, females outnumber males rey | 
PG 31/1/19 | Near Grahams Ck Rd Brisbane Ranges | a few, mostly females vee. | 
10/2/19 | Anglesea Heath Breakfast Ck Rd 20, maybe 30, fluttering about in 
dry gully, males faded and worn, 
females fresh and brightly coloured 


23/2/19 | Highton 1 female in front garden 
Saltbush Blue 16/2/19 | Pt Henry 4 on saltbush 
Vagrant/Common Crow 6/2/19 | Salt lagoon Indented Heads 1 flying east 


8/2/19 | Corner Ballarat Rd & Pakington St West | 1 flying north to south 
Geelong 


Biodiversity Across Borders Conference 


Climate Change and Future landscapes 


Friday 14 June 2019 


The conference is held at the Mt Helen campus of Federation University 


Restoration and management of ecosystems in a changing climate 
Threatened species: solutions under climate and landscape change 
Management of waterways and wetlands in a changing climate 
Connecting people and nature: values, ethics, communication and practice 


The link to register for this free event is https://federation.edu.au/schools/school-of-health-and-life-sciences/ 
research/conferences/biodiversity-across-the-borders 
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Changes in common/scientific bird names 


Craig Morley Geelong Bird Report Editor 


A new nomenclature and taxonomy for our bird lists has been adopted by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club with the 
publication of the Geelong Bird Report (GBR) 2013-2016. The name changes are set out in appendix 5 of the GBR 
and are published here for your convenience. In coming weeks there will be changes on the club bird observations 


website in line with these minor changes. 


eBird nomenclature 2018 for GBR 2013-2016 


Brown Quail Synoicus ypsilophorus 
Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida 


Pacific Koel Eudynamys orientalis 


Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx basalis 


Black-eared Cuckoo Chrysococcyx osculans 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus 
Pacific Swift Apus pacificus 

Black-tailed Nativehen Tribonyx ventralis 
Australasian Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus 
Baillon’s Crake Zapornia pusilla 

Spotless Crake Zapornia tabuensis 

Brolga Antigone rubicunda 

Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus 

Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva 

Lesser Sand-Plover Charadrius mongolus 
Greater Sand-Plover Charadrius leschenaultii 
Hooded Plover Thinornis cucullatus 

Painted Buttonquail Turnix varius 
Red-chested Buttonquail Turnix pyrrhothorax 
Little Buttonquail Turnix velox 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

Australian Masked-Owl Tyto novaehollandiae 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Southern Boobook Ninox novaeseelandiae 
Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azureus 

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 

Southern Emuwren Stipiturus malachurus 
Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Caligavis chrysops 
Singing Honeyeater Gavicalis virescens 


White-plumed Honeyeater Pti/otula penicillata 
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Christidis and Boles 2008 for GBRs 2007—2012 


Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora 

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata 

Eastern Koel Eudynamys orientalis 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis 
Black-eared Cuckoo Chalcites osculans 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus 
Fork-tailed Swift Apus pacificus 

Black-tailed Native-hen Tribonyx ventralis 
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 
Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla 

Spotless Crake Porzana tabuensis 

Brolga Grus rubicunda 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 
Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii 
Hooded Plover Thinornis rubricollis 

Painted Button-quail Turnix varius 
Red-chested Button-quail Turnix pyrrhothorax 
Little Button-quail Turnix velox 

Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta 

Eastern Cattle Egret Ardea ibis 

Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus 

Masked Owl Tyto novaehollandiae 

Eastern Barn Owl Tyto delicatula 

Southern Boobook Ninox boobook 

Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azurea 

Galah Eolophus roseicapillus 

Southern Emu-wren Stipiturus malachurus 
Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops 
Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens 


White-plumed Honeyeater Ptilotula penicillatus 


Fuscous Honeyeater Ptilotula fusca 

White-eared Honeyeater /Vesoptilotis leucotis 
Speckled Warbler Pyrrholaemus sagittatus 
Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike Coracina novaehollandiae 
White-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina papuensis 
White-winged Triller Lalage tricolor 

Common Cicadabird Edolisoma tenuirostre 

Grey Shrikethrush Colluricincla harmonica 


Australasian Bushlark Mirafra javanica 
Australian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus australis 
Brown Songlark Megalurus cruralis 

Rufous Songlark Megalurus mathewsi 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 


European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 


E 


MEA aA 


Fuscous Honeyeater Ptilotula fuscus 

White-eared Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis 
Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittata 

Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina papuensis 
White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii 

Cicadabird Coracina tenuirostris 

Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica 
Horsfield’s Bushlark Mirafra javanica 

Australian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus australis 
Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis 

Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi 
Common Myna Sturnus tristis 


Common Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
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Geelong Nature Forum is an 
initiative of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club in partnership 
with the City of Greater Geelong. 
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February 2019 fauna report 


he Wombat State Forest is not an area we have 

looked at in the past, so the results of Ross Auchettl’s 
spotlight walks have opened a new area for us to expand 
our fauna list. We have also carried out two three-night 
surveys in February, at Pomborneit North and Mt Leura/ 
Sugarloaf respectively, and these have provided some 
useful data for the region in which we usually carry out 
surveys. So the following details are valuable in recording 
both species and observed activities of the animals. 


Short-beaked Echidna: On 8 February one was seen on 
the Surf Coast walk, digging in to escape the attention of a 
dog until the owners put the dog on a leash (GGt). Any 
other mammal or reptile would not have had the same 
defence against dog-attack! Two notes come from a visit 
to Wombat SF, also on 8 February, the first of an echidna 
foraging right next to Finger Post Road. In the second 
note, on East No. 4 Track, the echidna was seen to rear 
up on its hind legs and scratch away the bark of a tree, 
then poke its beak into the hole it had made; three ‘huffing’ 
sounds were heard. What it was getting is not clear. 
(RAu). 


Dusky Antechinus: At Pomborneit North, 6 caught 
(4M/2F) between 8/2/19 and 10/2/19 (GFNC). 


Common Wombat: While walking up a track in the 
Wombat SF on 17/02/19, two wombats were observed 
about 150 m apart at 9.52 and 10.04 p.m. They ran off 
heavily, presumably to the safety of their burrows; 
however, none were visible and no search was made for 
them (RAu). Judging by the number of road-killed 
wombats in places where they are plentiful, they are very 
vulnerable to traffic. Not this one— ‘At 2.28 a.m., as | was 
leaving the Wombat SF, | stopped at the corner of Carrolls 
Lane and the Bacchus Marsh Road at Bullengarook 
because a large wombat was directly in front of my car. It 
came closer, sniffed the front of the car, then casually 
wandered away into long roadside grass.’(RAu). 


Koala: At Ingliston Gorge on 27/01/19, a male was heard 
performing his mating call at 9.29 p.m. (RAu). Several 
were seen at Pomborneit North during the fauna survey 7— 
10 February; there is concern that their browsing on the 
Manna Gum foliage, and the occasional damage to small 
branches, is having a destructive impact on the trees. 
Many of the Koalas seen here are the progeny of those 
released during the 1980s as part of the ‘translocation’ 
program popular at the time (TP). On 7/02/19, one was 
seen beside Falcon Lookout Track at 10.20 p.m. (RAu). 
On 18/02/18, Ross Auchettl made the following 
observation at Wombat SF—‘At 00.28 a.m., a plane flew 
overhead and the noise must have disturbed the Koalas 
because two called immediately, one to the south-east, the 
other to the north-west. Interestingly, a Sugar Glider also 
started to call then a Powerful Owl as well.’ 
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Trevor Pescott for the GFNC Fauna Group 


Common Brushtail Possum: In the Wombat SF on 
18/02/19—‘while walking back to the car | observed the 
eye-shine of a brushtail some way off the track, indicating 
it was on the ground. The possum noticed me and rana 
little way up a tree. Due to the large ears, it must have 
been a Common, not Mountain Brushtail which | have 
been told inhabit the Wombat SF.’(RAu). 


Sugar Glider: On 27 January, four were seen and another 
heard calling at night in Ingliston Gorge (RAu). Several 
were seen at Pomborneit North during the fauna survey 
(GFNC). 


Common Ringtail Possum: Three seen along the 
western edge of the track in Ingliston Gorge on 27/01/19 
(RAu). One found road-killed on Barrabool Road just west 
of North Valley Road, Highton, on 17/02/19 (TP). On 17 
February, two were seen in the Wombat SF, just in the 
process of leaving a hollow in a large eucalypt at 11.07 
p.m. ‘I thought it was interesting that they would emerge 
that late particularly on a warm night; maybe the full moon 
had something to do with it.’ (RAu). One seen on 
powerlines in Lily Street, North Geelong on 25/2/19. 

‘| don’t get to see them often, and | didn’t think we had 
them around here.’ (GL). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Nine were seen during a walk 
down to Ingliston Granites on 07/02/19. Others were seen 
during the Pomborneit North fauna survey (GFNC). 


Swamp (Black) Wallaby: At the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 6/02/19 seven were seen drinking at the 
central dam, one of only two remaining water sources at 
hopefully the nadir of this dry season (GD). One, freshly- 
dead, was noted on the side of the freeway Geelong- 
bound side on 10/02/19 (CMo). Individuals were also seen 
at Pomborneit North and Mt Leura during fauna surveys 
(GFNC). 


Gould’s Wattled Bat: One caught at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve on 12/02/19 (GFNC). 


Chocolate Wattled Bat: One caught at Mt Leura during 
the fauna survey on 23/02/19 (GFNC). 


Large Forest Bat: Three caught at Mt Leura during fauna 
survey on 24/02/19 (GFNC). 


Southern Forest Bat: Two caught at Mt Leura during 
fauna survey on 23/02/19 (GFNC). 


Little Forest Bat: 19 caught at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 12/02/19 and one caught at Mt Leura on 
23/02/19 (GFNC). One was found dead on the inside of a 
flywire door at Breamlea on 14/02/19 (JT). 


Rakali: One — with a crab in its mouth - was seen at 6.00 
a.m. in the early morning light at Queenscliff Harbour. It 


swam alongside the marina walk and disappeared around 
the corner where the Pilot boats are moored. ‘The following 
morning | noticed a water rat or rats have been using a 
conveniently moored jet ski as a feeding place with at least 
12 empty crab bodies evident.’ (FGr) 


Also noted at Pomborneit North were Fallow Deer, Red 
Deer, European Rabbit, Red Fox and evidence of Feral 
Pigs (See report on the survey). 


Reptiles 


Common Froglet: A desiccated specimen was found at 
Pomborneit North. 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: At least one was seen at 
Pomborneit North. It is variable in colour pattern; those 
seen here are quite different from those in Geelong. 


Black Rock Skink: Noted at Pomborneit North. 


Southern Water Skink: While at Wombat SF on 8/02/19 
—'l was taking a well-deserved rest on a log, quietly 
drinking water when a skink climbed up onto the log right 
next to me.’ (RAu). Two were seen at Mt Leura on 23/02/19 
(TP). 


Water Skink sp.: It is still unclear which subspecies those 
seen at Pomborneit North belong to—further investigation 
is needed to be sure. 


Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink (Garden Skink): Noted 
at Pomborneit North and Mt Leura. 


Jacky Lizard: One was seen beside the track leading to 
Blue Rocks off Thirteenth Beach Road on 17 February 
(GFNC). 


Eastern Brown Snake: One was seen at Pomborneit 
North, and another was noted crossing Hawks Nest Road 
at the north-east corner of the Floating Islands Reserve on 
24/02/19 (TP). 


Observers: 

Thanks to all the observers who listed their observations on 
the GFNC web-page, or emailed them directly to me, 
including CMo, Craig Morley; FGr, Frances Grundy; 

GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; 
RAu, Ross Auchettl; TP, Trevor Pescott; JT, Jenny Turner. 


Fauna survey report—Mt Leura and Sugarloaf, Camperdown 


21-24 February 2019 


Introduction 


At the invitation of the Mt Leura and Sugarloaf Reserve 
Committee of Management, we carried out a three-night 
fauna survey searching in particular for microbats. 


This is the third occasion when we have undertaken a 
survey at the reserve, and we were able to continue to 
expand the fauna list as well as show the members of 





Chocolate Wattled Bat, Mt Leura, 23/2/19 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Trevor Pescott for the GFNC Fauna Group 


both the Committee of Management and the Friends 
Group the techniques used and, perhaps more 
importantly, some of the bat species found here. 


Weather 


This year we had ideal weather for harp trapping with mild 
nights and calm days. The area, like much of the region, is 
desperately in need of good soaking rain so, predictably, 
our Elliott trapping was successful in catching just one 
House Mouse. There was no sign of the Swamp Rats we 
found previously. 


Results 


Chocolate Wattled Bat Chalinolobus morio—one female 
caught on 23/02/19. 

Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni—2 males and 
one female caught on 24/02/19. 

Southern Forest Bat V. regquius—one female caught on 
2/02/19 and one male on 23/02/19. 

Little Forest Bat V. vu/turnus—one female caught on 
23/02/19. 

House Mouse Mus musculus—one caught on 24/02/19. 
Swamp (Black) Wallaby—several seen. 

Southern Water Skink—two individuals seen. 
Pale-flecked Garden Skink (Garden Skink)—several small 
individuals noted. 
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One highlight was watching a Peregrine Falcon circling 
over Mt Leura at sunset. 


We also caught in the harp traps several moths, one 
beautiful red-and-black jewel beetle and a few other 
insects. The species identification is still to be determined. 
Common Brown Butterflies and Cabbage White 


Butterflies, and several species of grasshoppers were 
noted. 


Barwon and Moorabool 
River Catchment 
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Lake Connewarre State Wildlife Reserve MIDC 


Thanks 
To the Mt Leura Management Committee, and particularly 
Frances Grundy for organising the survey and to the many 


local residents who supported the project, my sincere 
thanks. 
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Friends of the Barwon—A new group to advocate for all the rivers of the 
Barwon catchment 


he Barwon catchment includes the Yarrowie, Leigh 

and Moorabool rivers and several hundred kilometres 
of minor tributaries. It closely approximates the G21 region 
boundary. State government estimates predict a 
population increase for this region of 35 per cent by 2031. 
Roughly three quarters of this population live in the greater 
Geelong area and are urban dwellers (G21 2014). The 
catchment’s population may be oblivious to the precarious 
state of the river environment and the threat to it from ever 
increasing demands for water. 


Population growth is just one of many threats 
to the catchment. In 2016, there was a 
massive fish kill in the Upper Barwon from 
Boundary Creek (downstream of the West 
Barwon Dam) to Winchesea. The primary 
cause, draining of the lower tertiary aquifer 
underlying the big swamp on Boundary Creek 
by the Barwon Water bore field is now 
accepted (CCMA 2018a). Drying and burning 
of the acid sulphate peat swamp followed by 
peat fires, oxidation of sulphuric sediments, 
subsequent production and discharge of 
sulphuric acid and heavy metals culminated in the fish kill 
and now present an extremely difficult remediation project 
(Baldwin 2018). 


For at least 40,000 years the indigenous people including 
the Wadawurrung and Colijan peoples kept the river 
system in pristine condition. It was their world and a place 
of magnificent abundance (Le Griffon 2006). In less than 
200 years of European settlement, the list of ecological 
assaults on the river catchment goes something like this: 
deforestation; drainage and clearing; introduction of cloven 
hoofed animals; introduction of pests, diseases, weeds, 
fauna; over extraction of surface and underground water; 
pollution and contamination of water; complete removal of 
riparian vegetation; dumping of hundreds of thousands of 
tons of salt from drainage into the river; releases of 
stormwater, treated effluent and mining dewatering. 
(CCMA 2018b). 


In recent years, low river flows and cease-to-flow events 
have become more common. Since the end of the 
millennium drought, average annual rainfall at various 
points along the river has dropped on average around 20 
percent. Although the relationship is unclear, there has 
been a concurrent reduction in gauged run-off of 60 to 80 
percent. Reduced surface water availability appears to be 
climate related and is projected to worsen (DEWLP 2016). 


Amongst other impacts, flow cessation makes platypuses 
retreat to any deep holes and food supply becomes a 
serious issue. Several native fish in the river must migrate 
from fresh water to the estuary to breed including Spotted 
Galaxias, Tupong, Short finned Eel, Australian Smelt and 
Common Jollytail. Australian Grayling migrate in the 
opposite direction to breed (DSE 1990). 


Landcare and CCMA have done much work to protect the 
river and repair riparian damage. However, there is much 
still to be done. The Barwon desperately needs a single 





Frenda e the 
BARWON RIVER 


Lach Gordon 


independent voice to advocate for a living river. Friends of 
the Barwon will be launched in May 2019, and will be that 
voice. The interim/steering committee of Friends of the 
Barwon has excellent relationships with all relevant 
authorities and is already represented on the Minister’s 
Advisory Committee for the Barwon by Dr Peter Greig, 
President Upper Barwon Landcare Group. The interim 
committee represents the catchment both geographically 
and in skills/experience including ex. Barwon Water Board 
members, Board and Chair of CCMA, ex. CEO of SA 
Farmers Federation and farmers, scientists 
and Landcare Network committee members. 


The Barwon needs a strategic, holistic plan 
such as that for Melbourne’s Yarra as 
embodied in the Yarra Protection Act 2017 
(DELWP 2017). Most significantly, the Barwon 
needs a realistic and guaranteed 
environmental water holding to keep the river 
alive for future generations. (For information 
on environmental water holding see VEWH 
website cited below.) 


If you would like to keep up-to-date with our groups 
progress please email friendsofthebarwon@gmail.com or 
watch for news of the May launch of Friends of the Barwon 
in the daily press in April. 
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Bird Group excursion 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Wooloomanata in late summer/early autumn 


Thursday 28 March 2019 
Leader: Craig Morley 


Join us as we have another opportunity to investigate 
this fascinating area. This visit, in late March, will 
provide an insight into the avifauna of this wonderful 
spot at a different time of year. 

We sincerely thank the owners for granting permission 
to visit in order to keep building the picture of this 
beaut spot. We expect it will be dry but, with the 
change of seasons, we never quite know what to 
expect so come along and join in. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the entrance to 
Wooloomanata off Sandy Creek Rd. 

Google maps: -37.937105, 144.393197 

Craig will be waiting here. Please be punctual, as we 
will drive into the property and park well away from the 
main road. 

NB: No car-pooling arrangements at other venues 
have been made. 


Finish: Approximately midday, or later if you wish to 
stay for lunch. 


Bring: Water/drinks and light snacks to carry along 
the creek. Binoculars, camera (optional), telescope 
(optional), sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, raingear, a 
warm jacket and sturdy shoes/boots. Please bring 
lunch if you’d like to stay on. 


Enquiries: Craig Morley 5221 4604 (or 0429 196 634 
on the morning of the excursion). 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to 
chat to other members and visitors. 


No GFNC General Excursion in 
March 


Please note that there is no general 
excursion in March due to the King Island 
trip that is being held from 22-25 March. 


Next fauna surveys 


Deans Marsh 


We have received another request for survey 
assistance, this time from the East Otway Land Care 
group and the local primary school. 


The dates involved are: 


Thursday 7 March 2019—meet at the Deans Marsh 
General Store at 1.00 p.m. 


Friday 8, Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 March—meet at 
the general store at 8.00 a.m. 


We are intending to set both harps and Elliott traps and 
this will enable the students to see some of the 
techniques used in fauna surveys. 


The early start on Friday will allow some of the students 
to be involved in the survey before classes start in the 
school. 


Surf Coast Shire 


It is time to again check the Swamp Rat population at 
both Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park, and to search 
for Swamp Antechinus at either Bells Beach or Jan Juc 
where specimens have been found. We will begin at 
Rice Reserve on Thursday and move on from there. 


Thursday 11 April—meet at Rice Reserve at 1.00 p.m. 


Friday 12-Sunday 14 April—meet at Rice Reserve at 
9.00 a.m. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Velway 452 G4] 


Mailing roster 
March: Jan Venters 
April: Jan Venters 
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Coming events 
APRIL 2019 


AGM—Members Night 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 
Fauna survey 

New committee meeting 

Bird Group: David Tytherleigh/Craig Morley—Breakwater 
raptors /Japan in winter 

Bird Group Excursion: Leigh River meets the Barwon 


MARCH 2019 

3 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

5 General Meeting: Pizza tea followed by Stuart Linton— 
Christmas Island land crabs 
Fauna survey: Deans Marsh 
Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Rani Hunt— 
Protecting threatened flora in the Anglesea area. 


Geelong Nature Forum in partnership with CoGG | 
Committee meeting River. 


Bird Group: Birgita Hansen—Latham’s Snipe update Excursion: You Yangs and Serendip 


King Island weekend 

SEANA activity (AGM)—Port Fairy 

GFN Environment Fund committee 

Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in Autumn 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2018-2019 





President Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 
Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
Secretary Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
Committee Members David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Lynne Clarke 0419 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Rod Lowther 


0419 633 960 


rod.lowther@live.com 


Publications and Comunication Sub- Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 

committee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 
Alison Watson alisonw577@gmail.com 

Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 4368 Iphelan@bigpond.com 

Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 


Marilyn Hewish 
Rustem Upton 


0409 966 852 


hewishs@iprimus.com.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 


Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@gmail.com.au 
Plant Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Club Convenors 

General Meetings Bernie Lingham 5255 4291 program@gfnc.org.au 


General excursions 
Bird Group 


Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


0419 390 801 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 March. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the April edition of the Gee/ong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 


Copyright: 
The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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